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MESSAGE FROM OUR CEOMESSAGE FROM OUR CEO

Dear Friends of the Alliance, 

We just finished another successful year at
the Affordable Housing Alliance and have
started 2020 with the same enthusiasm.

Our highly motivated staff have succeeded
in meeting all of their department strategic
goals. Countless members from our
community were able to keep their lights
on, stay warm despite the cold weather,
acquire a new home for the first time,
participate in financial literacy workshops,
receive personalized housing and financial counseling, find refuge at our recently
inaugurated emergency adult shelter or simply enjoy a meal at the local food pantry we
partner with.

On behalf of the entire AHA staff and our Board of Directors, I'd like to thank all of the
wonderful people that were able to make a donation during this past holiday season.
These donations meant the world to those members from our community who received
them, specially the children that reside in our properties. Seeing their smiles as we tried
to make their day a little brighter meant the world to us.

http://housingall.org
http://njpoweron.org
http://ahacap.com


We hope that you and your loved ones are able to enjoy this year that has just begun, as
we are committed to do everything we possibly can to make that happen!

Sincerely,
Donna M. Blaze, CEO

LOCAL COMMUNITY PARTNERS COMELOCAL COMMUNITY PARTNERS COME
TOGETHER TO MAKE A DIFFERENCETOGETHER TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE

Social services agencies, like the AffordableAffordable
Housing Alliance (AHA)Housing Alliance (AHA), offer a number of
programs and services that mostly depend
on the kind donations from generous
members of their communities.

Every year during the holiday season, the
AHA orchestrates a donation collection that
ranges from non-perishable food items,
children's clothing, gift cards, bicycles and
toys appropriate for children newborn to 13
years of age. We ensure that every child
that resides in one of our nineteen
properties receives an early holiday
present.

During the 2019 Holiday season, the
Alliance received donations from multiple organizations that range from local government
officials, fellow non-profit entities, and several members from AHA staff and Board of
Directors.

We were able to provide gifts to the almost 250 children that live in our properties,
thanks to the generosity of those that go the extra mile to make someone they've never
met feel like the most special person in the world.

These organizations that share our passion to continuously look for ways to help our
community are: the Knights Of ColumbusKnights Of Columbus, Lunch BreakLunch Break, Toys For TotsToys For Tots , the US ArmyUS Army and
the Asbury Park PressAsbury Park Press.



The Knights of Columbus Knights of Columbus donated 20 gifts for our
residents at Pine Tree, located in Eatontown. They
were also kind enough to cover all the costs for their
residents holiday party. Lunch BreakLunch Break donated 50
gifts and over a dozen gift cards for children residing
at our Cindy Lane Apartments, which is one of our
newest properties in Ocean Township. Toys for TotsToys for Tots
donated 90 gifts that went straight to our residents at
Winding Ridge: one of our most populated
properties located in Neptune, NJ. The Asbury ParkAsbury Park
PressPress is another great supporter of the AHA,
donating 60 gifts and several gift cards that were
handed out to our residents at Grandview
Apartments, located in Keansburg, NJ. And finally,
t h e US ArmyUS Army donated precious gifts that were
distributed to our six single unit properties across
Monmouth County.

At the Affordable Housing Alliance, we try to touch the heart of the people we serve. If
you feel passionate about what we try to accomplish every day, or simply believe in what
we do for our community, you can support our cause by getting involved and making a
donation.

Just remember that whatever you believe in or are passionate about, you can be
instrumental in furthering the cause by giving a simple donation to the charity



organization of your choice.

MAKE A DIFFERENCE. CLICK HERE TO DONATE TODAY!MAKE A DIFFERENCE. CLICK HERE TO DONATE TODAY!

EMERGENCY HOMELESS SHELTERS:EMERGENCY HOMELESS SHELTERS:
PROTECTING PEOPLE FROM HARM 24/7PROTECTING PEOPLE FROM HARM 24/7

As the winter season kicks in and temperatures drop in New Jersey, our homeless
community struggles to find shelter. Due to a number of reasons that range from
eligibility and bureaucratic screening processes, to mental health issues and physical
impediments, those in need of emergency shelter are experiencing difficulties finding a
safe, warm bed.

The Affordable Housing Alliance (AHA)The Affordable Housing Alliance (AHA), one of
the leading social services agencies in New
Jersey, recently inaugurated Monmouth
County's newest adult shelter located in the
Oceanport section of Fort Monmouth.

This newly opened facility can host up to 14This newly opened facility can host up to 14
adults at any given time.adults at any given time. These temporary
residents can stay at the shelter for up to 30
days, as they try to resolve their housing
situation. Once in the shelter, which is
completely handicap accessible, there are
several services and amenities that contribute to the efforts of getting people back on
their feet. These services include, but are not limited to: individual counseling, daily

https://housingall.org/donate/


meals, housing search assistance, a computer room, common areas, reliable
transportation and, most importantly, the care and support from the shelter staff who's
passion evolves around helping the most vulnerable members of our community.

According to data released by HUDdata released by HUD, overall homelessness in New Jersey has dropped tooverall homelessness in New Jersey has dropped to
8,862 in 2019 8,862 in 2019 -- down from 9,398 in 2018. This report also reflects a decrease of about
20% in overall homelessness in New Jersey since 2014, and almost 50% less since
2007, much lower than the national average of 12.3% during the same time period
(2007-2019).

In Monmouth County, specifically, the
2018 PIT Report2018 PIT Report shows that there
were 335 documented cases of
homelessness (in 2018). Out of
which, 129 of the 335 found refuge at
emergency shelters. MonmouthMonmouth
County's County's overall homelessness peroverall homelessness per
capitacapita (3 out of 10,000) is much (3 out of 10,000) is much
lower than the state's average (10lower than the state's average (10
out of 10,000);out of 10,000); mainly due to the
continued efforts from local
governments, advocacy groups and

Social Services agencies that have worked together for decades trying to tackle this
issue and find viable solutions to ultimately end homelessness in the Garden State.

According to an article published last yeararticle published last year by the National Alliance to End
"Homelessness, emergency shelters play a critical role in a community’s homelessnessemergency shelters play a critical role in a community’s homelessness
response system:response system: they provide an immediate place to stay while people reconnect with
housing. Shelters work best when people can enter and exit rapidly, with an appropriate
level of services for their needs."

"However, emergency shelters nationwide are seeing an increase in the share of adults
entering their programs who are older, who report having a disability, and who come
from unsheltered locations. This shows that emergency shelters serve an increasingly
vulnerable population, one that may face higher barriers to housing or have greater
needs for services and supports," it concludes.

HELPING PEOPLE GET TO THE NEXT LEVELHELPING PEOPLE GET TO THE NEXT LEVEL

Edwina Michel, a long time AHA employee
and Site Manager at the shelter, began her
tenure over 12 years ago when the shelter
was initially administered by the County.

In 2015, when the AHA took over the
administrative functions, Edwina stayed in her
position and played a key role in transitioning
the shelter to its new location in Fort
Monmouth from the previous location in
Freehold.

She goes on to explain that "being able to help people and make a difference in their"being able to help people and make a difference in their
lives means everything to me."lives means everything to me."

https://www.hud.gov/2019-point-in-time-estimates-of-homelessness-in-US
https://monarchhousing.org/wp-content/uploads/njcounts18/2018PITReportMonmouth.pdf
https://endhomelessness.org/homelessness-in-america/homelessness-statistics/state-of-homelessness-report/new-jersey/
https://endhomelessness.org/resource/emergency-shelters-serving-increasingly-vulnerable-population/


"When you see someone coming in, most likely experiencing the lowest point in their
lives, and you help them get to that next level, it's a very rewarding feeling," she adds
with a smile on her face.

Edwina has been able to build long-lasting relationships with some of the individuals
she's come across, admitting that "sometimes there are challenges. Sometimes there
are very difficult people to deal with. But in most cases, people are very appreciative to
us."

She reflected about a specific case where a young woman, whom she helped transition
to permanent housing despite abundant mental health issues, has been able to keep her
life in order and out of trouble. "I used to give her daily tasks to do when she was here
and she was always responsible about it," she remembers.

Edwina concludes by stating that "there are a lot of homeless people out there, but"there are a lot of homeless people out there, but
there's also a lot of hopelessnessthere's also a lot of hopelessness. When you're out there trying to do good, but your
always hitting a roadblock, it discourages you to the point where your only feeling is:
what's the point?"

Leah Gendron, who works as a Shelter Specialist
at the emergency shelter since November of last
year, understands how vital her role is to the
individuals staying at the shelter, as she's often
approached for guidance and counseling.

Leah knows the system is not perfect, but she
recognizes how important emergency shelters
are to their communities. She has seen first hand
h o w being in a "safe environment" canbeing in a "safe environment" can
dramatically influence a person's chances todramatically influence a person's chances to
succeed in life.succeed in life.

"I try to be as open and honest with them as possible about the different processes they
have to go through and the time they usually take. We expect them to be on top of their
own responsibilities as we help and encourage them through this difficult time, trying to
get them to feel motivated to improve their situation and get their lives back on track,"
she points out.

"Shelters allow people to have a safe spot where they feel comfortable enough to get"Shelters allow people to have a safe spot where they feel comfortable enough to get
help and not be judged for doing so,help and not be judged for doing so, as they often feel excluded by the outside world that
is judging them on a daily basis," she concludes.

VOICES FROM WITHINVOICES FROM WITHIN

Eleanor Thorne, 64, is currently staying at the adult shelter. This is the third time she's
had the need to resort to a shelter since she lost her job as a waitress about three years
ago.

"After I lost my job, I came under a lot of financial difficulties and I was eventually evicted"After I lost my job, I came under a lot of financial difficulties and I was eventually evicted
from my house.from my house. I stayed with some friends for a while, but they were experiencing
difficulties themselves, so after bouncing from place to place, I ended up here," said Mrs.
Thorne.

Eleanor is applying for Social Security benefits while she's simultaneously trying to
resolve her housing situation. She feels upbeat about how the process is going and is



looking forward to having her own place and getting back on her feet.

When asked about how she views the shelter staff and how they have treated her since
her arrival, she didn't hesitate to praise them, noting that "they are terrific! They look out
for everyone here. I love them!"

Rosa D. Rogers, 56, is another
member from our community who's
currently experiencing homelessness
and staying at the shelter.

This is the first time she's had the
need to stay at an emergency shelter,
as she found herself alone with
nowhere to go.

Rosa lost her job a couple of years
ago at a public partnership after
developing a debilitating case of
arthritis in her back. She has 3 grown
kids, but she confesses that "they're not doing too good, either, and I have to think about
myself."

Since arriving at the shelter, Rosa has been able to apply for disability benefits and get
medical care for her back problems. She appreciates the environment the shelter offers
her as she understands that the other option - sleeping on the streets- was not
something she was willing to do.

"I see friends of mine that are out on the streets but refuse to get help,""I see friends of mine that are out on the streets but refuse to get help," she says. When I
asked her why she thinks they don't ask for help and opt to stay on the streets, Rosa
takes a deep breath as she tries to speak for them. "They are nice people that end up
sleeping in their cars because drugs get the best of them. I tried to get some of them to
come with me, but they won't even consider it," she remembers with a broken look on
her face.

Regardless of her current situation, Rosa is optimistic to come out on top in the near
future. "I see my self with my own place, watching my grandchildren grow up. That's all I
want."

BOTTOM LINEBOTTOM LINE



In the United States, over a half-million people experienced homelessness in 2019, up
2.7% from the previous year.

The elevated housing costs in the West Coast play a major role in the overall
homelessness cases throughout the country, where the most of the nation has seen a
steady decline in recent years.

New Jersey's efforts to end homelessness are working, but the only way to assure an
end to this crisis will depend on the continuous efforts from those who advocate on
behalf of this community, those who get involved to be part of the solution, and those
who shape the laws and policies that directly affect how we approach this issue on a
local and national scale.

Bottom line: IN 2020, NO ONE SHOULD HAVE TO EXPERIENCE HOMELESSNESS ININ 2020, NO ONE SHOULD HAVE TO EXPERIENCE HOMELESSNESS IN
THIS COUNTRY.THIS COUNTRY.

HOW YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCEHOW YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE

Donate.Donate.
Find a local shelter and give them a call to find out what their current and most important
needs are. Some might need food, others might need clothing. It's always a smart and
considerate idea to know what's needed before making your donation.

Volunteer.Volunteer.
Volunteers help save money that can be used in different ways to help those in need.
Volunteering allows you to better understand the issue or cause your getting involved
with and you may have the possibility to meet the families and individuals you're helping.

Advocate.Advocate.
Advocacy can be one of the most powerful ways to impact public policy. A politician's job
is to listen to its constituents. Your job is to let your Representative know what needs
fixing in your community. People experiencing homelessness need a voice -- and you
can be that voice!

LOCAL FOUNDATIONS THAT SUPPORTLOCAL FOUNDATIONS THAT SUPPORT
THE AFFORDABLE HOUSING ALLIANCETHE AFFORDABLE HOUSING ALLIANCE

Fulton Mortgage Company donates $2,500 to the AHAFulton Mortgage Company donates $2,500 to the AHA

The Affordable Housing Alliance (AHA)
recently received a $2,500 donation
from Fulton Mortgage Company that will
be used towards our Home Buying
Counseling and Education Activities.

These donations help hundreds of local
residents every year improve their
financial and housing situation through
workshops, accessible resources and
individual counseling services. 



Thank you Fulton Mortgage Company
for your continued support and kind
generosity!

EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHTEMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT

Maintenance TeamMaintenance Team

The Affordable Housing Alliance serves as a property manager for hundreds of
families and individuals across Monmouth County.

Under the guidance of the Director of Capital Projects, Robert Vogel, our dedicated
maintenance team is compromised of nine committed individuals who are
responsible for keeping these homes in optimal working and living conditions.
Throughout the over 500 units that are in our portfolio of properties, the team is
continuously engaging in preventative and corrective maintenance duties as well as
taking care of any emergent issues.

On call 24/7, 365 days a year, the maintenance crew is always on full alert. Any
situation can easily escalate to an emergency situation due to freezing weather
conditions during this time of the year. Addressing these types of unforeseen
issues in an expeditious manner is the Department's main priority.

Having a productive maintenance team on hand is invaluable to any organization,



as it helps to attract new residents, as well as keep current ones pleased. 

Gary Petrosyan, a maintenance technician that has worked for the Alliance for over
a decade, shares some of the positive aspects of working with such a large
number of residents, as he feels that "most residents are friendly and appreciative
of our presence whenever we're called for repairs or maintenance." He concludes
by sharing how he cherishes the numerous friendships over the years with families
and individuals he has personally helped.

AHA finds it necessary to make sure that our resident’s needs are being met. Thus
having on hand a high-performing maintenance team allows our residents to feel
confident that they are being taken care of.

To our Maintenance team: Thank you for all that you do!

INTERNSHIPS/EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES AT THE AHAINTERNSHIPS/EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES AT THE AHA

HOUSING & UTILITY RESOURCES FOR YOUHOUSING & UTILITY RESOURCES FOR YOU

Resources you need. One click away!Resources you need. One click away!

HUDHUD

NJHMFANJHMFA

First Time Home BuyerFirst Time Home Buyer
Grant (up to $10,000)Grant (up to $10,000)

Monmouth County Clerk’s Office (for getting copies of recorded mortgageMonmouth County Clerk’s Office (for getting copies of recorded mortgage
and deed documents)and deed documents)

HAPPENING NOW AT THE AHAHAPPENING NOW AT THE AHA

UPCOMING EVENTSUPCOMING EVENTS

https://housingall.org/about/work-with-us/employment/
http://hud.gov
http://state.nj.us/dca/hmfa
http://visitmonmouth.com/page.aspx?Id=2994
http://oprs.co.monmouth.nj.us/oprs/index.aspx


To find out when and where
the Affordable Housing
Alliance will be hosting or
participating in events, clickclick
here!here!

AFFORDABLE UNITSAFFORDABLE UNITS
FOR SALEFOR SALE

To learn more about the
affordable units the AHA
has for sale, click hereclick here!

EMPLOYMENTEMPLOYMENT
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

Interested in joining the
Affordable Housing Alliance
team, click here!

FSC WORKSHOPSFSC WORKSHOPS

All Financial Service Center
(FSC) services are FREE!
To register for the next FSC
workshop, click here!click here!

SUPPORTERS OF THE AFFORDABLE HOUSINGSUPPORTERS OF THE AFFORDABLE HOUSING
ALLIANCEALLIANCE

QUOTE OF THE MONTH:

"Always be a first-rate version of yourself, instead of a second-rate version of somebody else.""Always be a first-rate version of yourself, instead of a second-rate version of somebody else."  

—Judy Garland

THE AFFORDABLE HOUSING ALLIANCE |THE AFFORDABLE HOUSING ALLIANCE |   like us. follow us. support us.
       

https://housingall.org/events-calendar/
https://housingall.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/Affordable units for sale 01-2020.pdf?_t=1578498421
https://3558828.extforms.netsuite.com/app/site/crm/externalleadpage.nl/compid.3558828/.f?formid=1&h=AACffht_9oo4XfXzfEbncMux5repK89weUk&redirect_count=1&did_javascript_redirect=T
https://housingall.org/about/work-with-us/employment/
http://shopping.na2.netsuite.com/s.nl/c.3558828/it.A/id.230/.f
https://www.facebook.com/AffordableHousingAlliance
https://twitter.com/AHA_housingall
https://www.instagram.com/affordable_housing_alliance/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/affordable-housing-alliance-nj/

